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AB Title compds., useful as modifiers for polycarbonates, polyesters, and epoxy 
resins (no data), are prepared by reaction of fluorerie with O in high-b.p. 
organic solvents in the presence of alkali hydroxides and phase- transfer 
catalysts and reaction of the resulting fluorenone with phenols in inert 
organic solvents in the presence of acids and mercapto carboxylic acids. 
Fluorene was oxidized by air in Cactus Solvent P 150 in the presence of Bu4NBr 
and NaOH at 52-54° for .apprx,6 h to give 71.9% fluorenone, which was treated 
with PhOH in the presence of p-mercaptopropionic acid and H2S04 in PhMe at 55- 
60<> for 5 h to give 70.1% 9, 9-bis (4-hydroxyphenyl) f luorene . 
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NOTE: 50-60 .degree, for 4 h 
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